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-5 OF THE CHILDREN WHO ARE EXCLUDED FROM

(Sketched from Life Yesterday.)

ROOM FOR SCHOLARS!

e Thousand Children Un-

y Find a

Place in Which

Study Their Lessons.

f the Board

of Education to Shift

Responsibility Proves Suc-

cessful

in Part.

s and Men Who Have Studied Problems of the

sor Discuss the

Situation and Sug-

gest Remedies.

near the end of the
nore than 55,000 chil-
m the publie schools.
45,000 who are tanght
or 80,000 who attend
Ig Just the greal ag-
ilren wha ronni. BEast
3 learn, quick to lm-
+ apathetle Board of
s for learning how

shift respansibility
at of Esrhnate snd
¥'s finanelnl eamunt-
5 find approves of
fig no money to build
e’ Legmslitire aa-
school bonds and he
1 Apportlonment hns
s thon 100, which Is
« lilids. But this is
of the present situn-
¥ lack of kaowledgs
wid by those who<e
A1 the fallure of the

plan wisely in the
dng of the presenl.

for the accommodation of more puplis
unless the whole struoeture Is made five
proof. More than a year ago Superin-
tendent of School Bulldings Snyder pre-
patred plans for: the new bullding, and
all arrangements were mude for I8 eree-
tion, but work ling heen prevented hy the
eontluued  oveupuncy by (the Exetupt
Flremen of thelr portion,

YA dozen communieations have been sent
by the Board of Hducation to the Sinking
FFund Commissioners within a year, asking
them  to flnd other guarters for the ex-
empt firemen,"” sald Superintendent Sny-
der yesterday, “but nothing has been done.
All the plans are rendy aund the work
wonld haye begun long apgs had the Sink-
Ing Fund Conmfséloners noted,”

All around Essex Market children swarm,
The, old-fashioned schools of the nelghbor-
hood are packed this year worse than ever
before. There are at least two children for
every school sitting in that distriet which
ls bounded by Fonrteenth street,, the
Bridge, the Bowery and East River, In
some quarters of thls sectlon there are
four chlliven for every sitting. Had the
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HEgsex Market School not been delayed by
the Inmetion of the Bnking Fun Com-
migslon more than 4,000 cllldren who arve
now on the streets might have been on-
rolled ‘ae puplls.  C /457

" Chlldren ' may attend scliool at five years
old. The Compuigory Sechool law suys
they mnet altend fronr their elghth to thelr
fourteenth wedr. M was charged a year
ago  thar 50,000 children were exelindid
from  the schonls hecnuse of lawk of room.
Membera of the Bosrd of Bilueation denled
this and a pollce census resulted fn show-
Ing that the fact had heen understated.

Non-Attendnut Children,

In consldering the following fable It
should be borne In wlnd fMat (o the year
since this census the chauge In the eandl-
tlon has only beeu nlong the Nue of In-
creased population, and that if there were
78485 children out of school in 1805 who
should Have bBeen In school, fhe nnwber s
at least 10 par cont gredter to-day:
NON - ATTENDANT CHILDREN,

PLOYED.
ho) ,
Rotwoen § and 8 yosrs.. ilz!}?é‘f % e;plag. "re:‘a'.n"
Between 8 und 12 years,. 1976 2005 4101
Botween 12 and 14 years. . 704 1,047 1841
Between 14 and 16 years.. 1,702 2,073 445

24,105 20,080 50,185
NON-ATTENDANT QHILDREN, EMPLOYED,

planned.
tof the law

e gar ey, EEIETE

got to suffer it-until we learn

can on the other. The school

existed right along,

But

emergency class rooms.
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T ration, Knows thnt.

The only resort is a bad

by his own heedlessness he has got to wait till it heals,

ginning. The remedy is to build more schools. ;
new school, at least, that is to take the place of two long since condemned, th: p}ans_ have b.een
ready over a year and the site chosen, yet no step has been taken toward beg'mm‘ug its e_rectmn.
The old buildings stand on the site yet. So long as this policy endures young thieves will grow
up on the East Side in ever-increasing numbers, as is now the case. g
and halls on the East Side that might be turned to use as
Some of the churches have day schoc_)ls
already; in others the hygiene conditions are bad, 1 have heard that one or two refused to 115: 
but T can hardly credit the report. Nearly all of the halls
have saloons attached. The law requiring all school buildings over a c_ertam heights to be fire-
proof obstruéts the use of tenements and flats and of most of the old private houses that yet re-

main. Still, of the latter kind a few might be found to serve. ¢
to make more hali-day classes, The remedy is t0

There are churches, perhaps,

ten to such a proposition last year,

HURRY UP THE NEW BUILDINGS.

By Jacob Riis.

There. is no short eut of the fix we are in. It is the inheritance of a bad past, and we haye
When a man has broken a leg

and, meanwhile, hobble around as he
destitution on the East Side is no new or sudden ailment. Tt has

and has defeated the purpose of the compulsory education law from the be-
GQeveral sites have been chosen, and for oune

to improve upon its methods.

they are not plentiful.

one—namely,

hurry up the new buildings for which money has been appropriated
ability of the city to sell its bonds can last. That crists must shortly pass.
time should be last in pushing the work. There is not, and never was, and go?d reason why
it should take the city three years to actuire a school site and build the house, For pm_fat-c pur-
poses the same property could be obtained at less costin a month.. The best proof of it is that
the law now requires the work of acquiring the title to be done in six mionths.

PUBLIC MUST TAKE THE BLAME.

By R. Watson Gilder, Editor of the “Century Magazine.”

I do not see where there could be a more deplorable lapse in the canduct of our civic affairs
than in the failure to afford proper educational facilities for the children. The Tenement House
Commission found that “the foreign-born population of this city is not, to any great extent, forc-
ing children of legal school age into money-earning occupations. On the contrary, tlflis P?P“la'
tion shows a strong desire to have its children acquire the common rudiments of education.”

- In the reports made by Professor iddings to the Commission this memorable statemeat was
made: “If the city does not provide liberally and wisely for the satisfaction :
blame for the civi and moral dangers that will threaten our community because of ignurance, vice
and poverty, must rest on the whole public, not on our fereign-born residents.” | The large ma-
jority of the children who are now without school accommodations have one or both parent
abroad; as,l in fact, nearly 43 per cent of all our inhabitants were themselves born abroad, and over
76 per cent ‘had foreign mothers.

I do not see how I can puf the case any more strongly tham it was put Dby Professor Gid-
dings, who is a high authority on sociological subjects. I believe no time should be lost in ex—
erting every power of the Government to prevent the mischief which threatens so serionsly.

With regard to details, there are able, energetic and public-spirited men on the School Buard
and city government outside of the Doard, who are fully capable of devising and executing meas-
ures of immediate relief, and T hope they will make themselves felt without delay.

1t cannot be that the in-
And meanwhile no

of this desire the

s born

In the Seventh it wos shown that there
were 2,241 children In the poblle sehools
whoee ages were from 5 to S yeors, LGS
In'mo sehool at all aud 502 ko parcehin] and
private schools, Tn the Tenth there were
2052 ehildren of this cluss in all kluds of
sehools, and 2,318 nat In any school. In
the Twelfth there were £.497 litile ehildren
in pnblle schools, and 4.404 ont, although
1400 other ehlldren werp provided for i
the parochial and private schools.

There were 10,008 trunuts In the elty
last yonr, accordlng fo that table, 10,008
whom the Inw snld wmnsp be enrdiled and
attend school. There were 30,708 chilldren
ou{ of the schools ut the only thme In their
lives when they may Hye without work—
frain five to elght years old. The number
ls greatey toddny, and not one per cent of
the truunfs are volunaty violutors of the
lnw. _

Any one who saw the mnssss of children
ang porents who foughi' in frout of Hast
Slde selivols for admizsion, If ouly for pegis.
i The pollcemen who
dyove them from the streets, a disordcrly

“In those mobs were the Ntfle ones from
five to elght whom the lnw says may o |
to schaol, ¢ ~ow Wern mothers
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torlens that

taught,

Dronping the ehlidren who were ont of
sehool It Fear angd were ennloyed, thore
reuinined st o tatal of 50,185 who ware
in filleness aud exeluded from the gehiools
by the Hek of neepmmodations. Few chil-
dAren attend schopl afier thelr funrteent_h
vellrs  Drops these of mote thin that age
enumerntel 10 the table of unemplored,
Al there remilyed exeluded 40,806 Sep-
tensbier, 1805, for whom the Bonrd of BEdua.
cation expeets (o provide 82,598 sittings by
september, 1807,
&:E'nr Y& thik the end of the story. All
throngh the last Slde nnlf-dny classes are
the tule im the lower primary g:'udg;,
wliote the erowding is greatest. Children
wlio ottend in the mopning remain at home
W {he @fteriosn to let other children os-
enpy thelr seats, A year ago it was enid
| that I 1590 there would be so half-dey
vinsses: there até more now than ever be-
fore,  To abiolish them the Boardl must adi
at least 20.0000 dlttings to Hs present total,
Then not % pupll pot now enrolled can be
nveepteil

Josyer on the Situation. -

City Superintendent Johm' Jasper Wos

sked M he could stgzest o planfor pro-

utterly.
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“Lot e tell yor af a pecullar condition
which lns existed In Ohiystis stroot for
yoars, There fg one sehool sonih of Grand
street. nnd pne north of Grant styeet The
cople Ilvlig on both sides of Grand nre
F‘ohsh Jews, but those above that dividing
Mne ave merelants, and those sauth of ic
are peddiqrs, - Now, when ohe of the
solionls: hss  been overcrowded and. the
other had vaeant eeats, sve bave tried to
rransfer puplls, The distanee Is only &
few blocks, vnt not half a doxen chiliren
have evor been tmusforred. The mer-
phants wonld not pertuit thelr chlldret fo
nssaciate wil the peddlars’ children, dnd
the pefdlars wonld a5 sion think of sed-
Inz thelr chlldren to the Vanderbilts' home
a& to the wehool patror iz by the mer
chints, who are of thele own matloh and
raith.

i n, on the west stfe of the Bowery
.mﬁ‘rimgaalm nearly always soesnt sittings In
the seligols, and I sappise that nearly GO0
chifldren from the erowded East Slde might
be geeommodated in the west of the Dow.
ery  sohools.  We have tried, time and
nenin, to teansfer theis, but have falled,
1y, 1 don't belléve six were induced
to crvoss that dividing line.

“We have etcountered caste and riec
refitifices in many quarters, and hitherto
wye bail ho suthorlty te compel tennsfers
A Uttls might be 't!gtn;stﬂ';:’ta 3 E}tﬁm@&
gestlon, jir some NUATTErs. and 3, propose-
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ALBERTSHAW ONTHE PROBLEF

Editor of the Review of Reviews Offers Many

gestions of Value.

By Albert Shaw, Editor of the “Review of Reviews.”
T have been hesrtily in sympathy with the agitation which the Journal

begun to muke o vigorougly upon the question of the shamefully Inadequ

supply of school facilities for the ehlldren of New York.

There are mi

otliers far‘more competent than I am to suggest the: bost steps to be taken
what may be termed the emergeney rellef that the Immediate situstion .

mands,

cls7

But I have & word or two that I deslre very much o say on the Liro:
___g_gnernl situation.,

The State and clty of New York long ago committed themselves to tue po)
ey of providing ample means for the elementary eduncatlon of all viho desirat
to patronize the public schools. For a long tlme free puoblie lastroction was
provided as a privilege to be voluntarlly avilled of by the familles of rich or

poor.

But gradually there developed g strong sentiment in favoer of universal

education, and this seotiment Dbeeame erystallized at length In the form of
statutes making school attendance eompulsory for all children.
The State and city of New York took the position that it was thelr busl-

ness to provide schools, to determine how nnd what the
tnught, and 1o see that nome eséaped |nstrucilon.

chlldren =hould ba
There 1s moch to be riid in

favor of compulsory education, and there Is also much to be suald on the other
side. All things considered, I should be Inelined to support the principle that It
Is the duty of the State or the munieipality to see that no ohlld iz deprived of
his right to grow up an Intelllgent, well dnstructed eltizen.

But when the community hss gone so far as to organize the administratlve
machinery of compulsory edueation, with a ocrps of truant officers on duty to
gee that parents do not evade the law let it be remembered that the com-
munity has assumed a very serlous responsibility. It has hecome mornlly re-
sponsible, not only for the provision of an ample number of properly constructed
scliool houses, and the employment of an ample oumber of well-quallfied tenoh-
ers, but It has also put Jtself under fhe p’ Inest kind of obligntlon to adapt

Its tenching In these public sehools te th
compélled to patronize them, It Is a conte
the machinery of compulsory sduentlon In t

oquipment of school houses, with ne adequate
nnd comprehensive acheme for making sehool
tenl weeds of the VBoys and girls of this geeat
If the commnulty had not cpmmiited fLself
the Instruction of the ehildren of New York, it
provislon wounld have been pinde in some. ofher
ngencles—prinelpally the Jdifférent religions dena
one hnlf of the elementary school faellitles of |

DBritaln and Ireland.

al needs of the people, who are
"Ble shame and fraod to set up
v of New York with no nroper
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The pubille schools, or so-cal

other hnlf. In New York a considerable proportic
purénts 20 to the purochinl sclhiools, svpported ¥
of the Romau Oatholic Church—these cembers:
thelr share of taxes for the suppert of the fr
within the rights of these Catholle people, at
ate schools and to Inslst upon schoolbeuse sp
quate Instruction, In the bulldings provided m
of New York. Nothing in our edoentionnl systet
voluntary and denominational sehools while &
them and to make thelr maintennnce difficult.
But what would happen If it should suldenly
Catholle authorities that they would uke thelr &
chinl purposes, and send thelr chlldren to the
Ing congestion, enormous as It s, wonld elmply

many thousands more of ehildren. Under 1+
ganization, the Children's Ald Soclety, and
charitible orgunlzations, thers hnve Dow 1
New York n number of private free schools
ninny thousands of chlldren, It hus lutely
iuuch plansibility that theére 1s po renson w,
educational work, and that it would be m
allow the public school system to fnke eare
instructions the socleties nre now grov
tary schools should be closed?

The slmple fuct is that the eomm
matter of elementary edueation, whicl
Into practice. It hes gone so far with
suppbried by taxation, as effectunlly *
peting or goliaternl systefn of educatlo
England, for example. But on the ot
to meet the lmperative demands of the .

ful immigrant with the boast and the promise

liis children shall heve & better chance for

lite than the children of the poor could possil
tme beging, the chaneces ore that thess very
this overcrowded school roomis of the East Bidy
to the less desirable type of lmmigian &, who
children rathor than to send them to stbool, t
conipulsory and his children must sithout

factory and report at the school house door,

only a mockery when it appears that the thre

Any young persdn of school age In New

.

sehool, whettier In the doy homrs or in the

ciure of lack of ropwy, Is defranded of Lhis wos
wints to send bis chillyen’ to the schoals of
able aud couvenlent plave for them In‘those

as to justify almost any kind of 'cha>, :

It Is mot true that the European immig
tunitles for his echildren In this cify. The
pare for an fusTnt with tle schools thnt a

chiblren of the poor in Parls or Berlit, or 8
nent of Burope. In Parig, not only are the

of the: poor may have a warm menl st sche
tt degirable; and connected with each schnt
men and women who take nclose persons
the gchool, ln order to see that nope 3
whole shoes or other plalh tecessitles,

Al that publie opinlon needs in New
preliension of the wretched shoricoming
tts elementary education.  Whatever oth
elty, there s nothing that can oom:;-'l‘e,
mental {mportance, with the necex:'¥ o
fore, the Journal will continué f1a dfg
or months, or years. o5 may be néeded.

Thls is the question of the masses.

* plagses In New York, unhte ln most ot

_ehildren to the public schools, hut pat
‘sohools, This accounts In greal meds
/the community which can wost caslly
heme to §t. In Ohleigo, Cinclunath, St
American oftles of fmportance, the py
tent by the children of the rich as
that public opinion is wuck wors
~n public school quest)
gellent—are. Ao faot
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